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‘Kam High’ 1968: Fifty years ago, yours truly was 31 years old and was teaching Physics 11, 12 and 
101 at ‘Kam High’. I got a real ‘charge’ out of teaching physics then, and I still do.                         Gordon Gore 
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Looking for an awesome place for a Birthday Party or Event?  
Give us a call to discuss the possibilities. 

 
For more information please contact Susan Hammond: susan@blscs.org, or call 250-554-2572. 

 
 

This Newsletter is a publication of BIG Little Science Centre Society  
Mailing Address Box 882 Station Main Kamloops BC V2C 5M8 

Location: 655 Holt Street Kamloops BC V2B 5G2 Website  http://blscs.org 
Executive Director: Gord Stewart Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC  E-Mail: gord@blscs.org 

Assistant Operator: Susan Hammond Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC E-Mail: susan@blscs.org 
Newsletter Editor:  Dr. Gordon R. Gore  F-411, 3255 Overlander Drive, Kamloops BC V2B 0A5   

Home phone  778 472 2014          EDITOR's  E-Mail: gordongore0@gmail.com 
 

Back issues of BIGScience can be viewed at <http://blscs.org/newsletters/> 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is open to the public at these times: 
Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

CLOSED SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 
Phone: 250 554 2572   E-mail Gord@blscs.org  or  Susan@blscs.org 

 
A family membership is $60.00/year. An individual membership is $45.00/year. A family membership consists 
of five directly related people. (This includes any combination of grandparents, parents and children).  

 

The Main Benefits of Membership: 
·         Member ID cards for all members 
·         Free entry to our Exploration Room, events, shows, activities 
·         FREE or discounted admission to MOST Canadian science centres, including Science World       
      and the H.R. MacMillan Space Centre in Vancouver 
·         Discounts for Science and Robotics Camps / Clubs in Kamloops 
·         Voting privileges at the BIG Little Science Centre’s Annual General Meeting 

Visit our website blscs.org for more details on the benefits of membership. 
 

Drop-in Visit Information 
 

Day Rates: Adults (16 to 59)  $6    Seniors (60 plus) $4    Youth (6 to 15 years old)  $3      Family $15. 
Children 5 years old or younger) Free 

 
What is a Drop-in Visit?    
 
During drop-in times our hands-on rooms are open for visitors to tour at their leisure. The rooms have 
approximately 140 stations of hands-on activities to try. We also have an activity or show running Saturdays! 
 
Drop-in Visiting hours 
 
• Tuesday - Saturday 10:00 - 4:00 
• Check Facebook or twitter for the latest information. 
    For safety purposes we require that children under age 16 be accompanied by a minimum number of      
    supervising  adults: 
• For children 4 years old and under, 1 adult per every 3 children is required. 
• For children 5 years old to 9 years old, 1 adult per every 5 children is required. 
• For children 10 years old to 16 years old, 1 adult per 10 children is required. 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is Closed Sundays and Holidays. 
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Autumn 2018 

 
Science Centre Programming 

  
 

BIG Little Science Centre is open year round:  
Tuesday to Saturday, 10am to 4pm 

 
The Exploration Room is open 10am to 4pm, with over 140 different exhibits to enjoy. 

Special shows and activities run at the centre: daily July/August and Saturdays in the school year. 
All activities are included with the standard entry fee, unless otherwise stated. 

Full activity information is on our website Calendar. 
  
BC Culture Day 2018 at BIG Little Science Centre 

Friday September 28, from 4pm to 5pm 
Free entry:  Good Vibrations Workshop 

Music is sound; sound is made of vibrations. Join us to discover how sound is made, how it moves, and 
how it makes 'good vibrations' to create the music we love. With interactive activities, this workshop is 
great for people of all ages. Make & take a Queeka Cup to continue the music at home. 

 
Discover and Explore Salmon Month 

Saturday September 29 to October 31 
Visit BIG Little Science Centre for hands-on salmon science. 

Daily:   
� Play the famous Salmon Scent Game. This interactive game demonstrates how salmon recognize 

which waterway to use on the long journey home to spawn. Can you use your sense of smell to 
make it all the way home?  

� Information about salmon and their lives will be out for you to enjoy.  
� See the living juvenile Coho Salmon. 
� Spin the Wheel of Life to see if you make it back to spawn. 

 
Saturdays: 
� Pond Study, Saturday September 29, 10:30am to 3:30pm 
Use microscopes to discover aquatic life. Join us to see what lives in water to celebrate BC Rivers 
Day. Find / observe insects that feed salmon to celebrate Discover & Explore Salmon Month. 
 
� Make and Take a Salmon, Saturday October 6, 10:00am to 4:00pm 
Create your own Salmon Rubbing or 3-Dimensional Salmon to swim home with you. 
 
� Salmon Survival Mystery Lab, Saturday October 13, at 11am and 1:30pm 
Use your scientific powers of deduction to find out what is killing the salmon of Cold Creek!  
You are the scientists hired to solve the mystery. Test different water samples to compare the  
results and discover the fish killing hazard! 
 
� Make and Take a Salmon, Saturday October 20, 10:00am to 4:00pm 
Create your own Salmon Rubbing or 3-Dimensional Salmon to swim home with you. 
 
� Gross Salmon Fun for Halloween, Saturday October 27, 10:30am to 3:30pm 
Dress up and enjoy a day of GROSS salmon science. Have fun with chemistry and make ‘Salmon 
Blood’ and ‘Salmon Guts.’ Can you eat a ‘Salmon Eyeball’? 
Enjoy our family appropriate Halloween decorations, have a treat, and enjoy some Gross Science. 
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Robotics at BIG Little Science Centre 
 
Make / Program a Light Display using Arduino Programming & Pixel Lights 

Saturday October 6, 12:00pm to 4:00pm 
 
This is a hands-on lab on how to build a colour changing light strip; you build and program your 
own custom RGB LED project. Participants learn how to use both software and hardware in the field of 
computer science. The participants will learn about wiring and programming in Arduino, allowing them to 
create a custom program that allows them to control an RGB LED project. The lab fosters your creative 
side, and combines it with technology, to create dynamic art in vibrant colored LEDs. For ages 5 
and up to adult; there is something for everyone to learn! Children 12 and under require an adult with 
them. No previous programming experience necessary. Pre-registration recommended. Call 250-554-
2572 to save your place. Included with standard entry fee. Free for members. 

 
Robotics Club 

from Thursday October 18 to Thursday December 22 
Participants will design, build and program their own robots using the LEGO NXT Mindstorms system. This 
is an informal club; no experience necessary. Participants will be provided with their own kit & computer, 
one per person, for the length of the club session. For those aged 9 and up. $120 for the 10 weeks. 2:45 
to 4:30pm each week. Registration forms are on our website or at BIG Little Science Centre. 

 
 

Lectures at BIG Little Science Centre 
Lectures start at 7:00pm. Doors open at 6:30pm. 

These lectures are for older children and adults. Entry is by donation.  
Refreshments will be provided. 

 
History of Space Exploration 

Vladimir Grebenyuk 
 

Wednesday October 24 
People always looked up in the sky wondering what is up there and dreamt about reaching there 
long before they learned how to do it. This talk will cover the fascinating and lesser known pages 
of the space history as well as attempt to peek into the future of space exploration. Vladimir 
Grebenyuk has spent more than 20 years in the space industry - working on guidance and 
navigation systems for space launchers and satellites. 
 

___________________ 
 
 

How much is too much. Brain chemistry and gambling. 
Roxanne L'Esperance 

 
Wednesday November 28 

Roxanne will highlight what gambling is about, the similarities and differences between substance and 
process addition, and of course the brain chemistry involved. This will be very informative, educational 
and fun. Bring your own questions for discussion afterwards. Roxanne L’Esperance is the Prevention and 
Community Engagement Provider for the BC Responsible and Problem Gambling Program. 
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More Fun Saturdays at the Centre 
 

Super Static Electricity Show, November 3, at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
An interactive, fun show that introduces static electricity and explores how it works. Using van de Graaff 
generators we make the hair fly. Is it time for your science centre hair-do? 
 
The Amazing Magnetism Show, November 10, at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
Explore magnetism and take away some magnetic magic tricks to try out at home! 
 
Fantastic Forces and Motion Show, November 17, at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
A force is a push or a pull. Explore the different types of force surrounding us and how they create 
movement. Be prepared for some surprises & to make things move. 
 
Awesome Air Pressure Show,  November 24, at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
Air is a force of nature that demands respect; join us for this interactive show to learn why. Prepare for 
lots of splashes and surprises. 
 
Cool Crystals Lab,  December 1, at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
Discover how brilliant crystals look close up under a microscope. Discover the differences between them. 
Watch as you grow silver crystals right before your eyes. 
 
Beautiful Light and Colour Show,  December 8, at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
Discover: many ways of making light; different types of light; properties of light; and rainbows! 
 
Christmas Science Tricks, December 15, at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
Crazy, fun science demonstrations are used to try and explain some Christmas mysteries. How does Santa 
get down a chimney? Suspend your disbelief and show up for a great show.This is a show with some of 
the science centre’s favourite interactive demos. 
 
Super Static Electricity Show,  December 22, at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
An interactive, fun show that introduces static electricity and explores how it works. Using van de Graaff 
generators we make the hair fly. Is it time for your science centre hair-do? 
 
 

BIG Little Science Centre's Fundraising Dinner & 
Annual General Meeting 

 
Saturday November 10, at The Dunes At Kamloops. Doors open at 5pm. The AGM will be at 
5:30pm, followed by dinner. There will be lots of entertainment, fundraising activities, and fun, 
along with a fantastic meal. Money raised will go towards continuing cool science at the centre 
and in the community. Purchase tickets by phone, or in person at the centre, 655 Holt Street 
in Happyvale School. 250-554-2572 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Looking for an awesome place for a Birthday Party or Event?  
Give us a call to discuss the possibilities. 

For more information please contact Susan Hammond: susan@blscs.org, or call 250-554-2572.  
BIG Little Science Centre reserves the right to substitute alternate programming if needed. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
Location: 655 Holt Street, Kamloops, BC, V2B 5G2 

Mailing Address: Box 882 Station Main, Kamloops, BC, V2C 5M8 
(250) 554-2572    susan@blscs.org      www.blscs.org 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Why Not Volunteer at the BIG Little Science Centre? 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre relies heavily on its volunteers. There is only one full-time 
paid staff and one part-time staff, and some busy days there is enough work to do for possibly 
5-6 people! The science centre has a hands-on room that is the size of a gymnasium, plus four 
classrooms set up for special demonstrations and hands-on laboratory activities.  
 

 
Volunteers can help in many ways: 

 
v Assisting visitors with the many displays in the hands-on rooms. Older children and 

adults can read the signs, but younger visitors may need help to use the equipment as it 
was intended. A volunteer can direct young visitors so that they enjoy displays in the 
manner intended. 

 
v Knowledgeable volunteers can actually help to present our shows. Retired science 

teachers can have a lot of fun doing science shows (and there is no marking to do when 
you go home!)  
 

v If you have trades experience, you might wish to  help with the new Trades program 
being offered by BIG Little Science Centre and School District 73. 
 

v Students considering a teaching career or a career that involves people skills can gain 
valuable experience in working with young people.  

 
v You may wish to help behind the scenes with preparation of materials, or with repairs of 

damaged displays. There is always something that needs repairing or improving. 
 

v You may wish to create new displays for the hands-on room or for our many 
demonstrations. 

 
v You may wish to help with marketing major events at the science centre. 

 
v On paper, we have a 'gift shop', but no one to attend to sales of the interesting science 

toys and books that are available. Saturdays and in the summer, someone might tend to 
the 'gift shop' on a regular basis.  

 
v A volunteer coordinator could make sure there are ample volunteers to help on those 

extra busy days. 
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Nature  Photos 
Gordon Gore 

 

 
Meadowhawk Dragonfly in My Back Yard at The Hamlets 

 

          
 

Shaggy Mane mushrooms near Dunes Drive. Dr. Gary Hunt says they are coprinus comatus. 
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Inky Cap mushrooms on Overlander Drive by the Westsyde Shopping Centre 

Dr. Gary Hunt says they are coprinus atramentarius  
 

 
Pancake-sized shaggy parasol mushrooms on Overlander Drive. 

Dr. Gary Hunt says they are chlorophyllum brunneum.) 
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New Physics Books Available Now in Limited Supply 
 

 
 

Detailed teacher resource manuals (on CD) are available for both books. 
 
 

A Proposal for a KTTA Pro-D Workshop in April 2019 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre could present a workshop on the theme of 
Electricity, for Pro-D Day in April 2019. Electricity is in the new courses 
for Science 9 and Physics 11. If you are a member of the KTTA and would 
be interested in attending or presenting such a workshop, please let me know 
ASAP. The science centre is well equipped for hands-on experiments in 
basic electricity, and we can also present some demonstrations dealing with 
static electricity and magnetism. 
 

Please contact gordongore0@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Distributed by: Western Campus Resources Inc. 
1114 East 3rd Street North Vancouver, BC V7J 1B8 
Telephone: (604) 988 1055; Toll free 1-800 995 5283 

Fax: (604) 988-3309; Toll Free 1-877-977-4539 
Email: info@westerncampus.ca 

You may have used these books in the past… 
 

 
 

 
 

and here is the 2018 edition: 
 

 

Available from Western Campus Resources 
 

 
Distributed by: Western Campus Resources Inc. 

1114 East 3rd Street North Vancouver, BC V7J 1B8 
Telephone: (604) 988 1055; Toll free 1-800 995 5283 

Fax: (604) 988-3309; Toll Free 1-877-977-4539 
Email: info@westerncampus.ca 

 
 

You may have used these books in the past… 
 

      
 

      
 

…and here is the 2018 Edition: 
 

 
 

Available from Western Campus Resources 
 

 
 
 

Physics 12 
2018           Gordon R. Gore 
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Comical Critters 

Gordon Gore Photos 
 

 
 

"Today, we conquered this rock pile. Tomorrow, Mount Everest!" 
(Chukar on the rockpile near The Dunes golf course.) 




